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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

The  year  was  unique  as  Coronation  year,  when  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Elizabeth  11  was  crowned  on  June  2nd.  In  the  following 
month  of  July  the  Queen  paid  a short  visit  to  North  Wales, 
including  Wrexham,  when  our  Chairman  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  Her  Majesty. 

To  celebrate  the  Coronation  all  the  school  children  were 
given  a tea  and  a souvenir  mug  and  the  old  age  pensioners  also 
received  a tea. 

Both  the  Coronation  ceremony  and  the  Royal  visit  to  North 
Wales  will  live  in  the  memory  of  all  as  the  outstanding  events 
of  the  year. 

One  of  the  worst  epidemics  of  measles  raged  through  the 
District  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  reaching  its  climax 
in  May,  and  gradually  fading  out  at  the  end  of  July.  This 
epidemic  showed  that  practically  no  precautions  are  taken  by 
the  general  public  to  prevent  the  spread  of  measles  by  isolating 
the  infectious  case  and  the  prevailing  attitude  towards  the  children 
was  “let  them  catch  measles  now  and  get  it  over.”  This  fatal- 
istic attitude  is  entirely  wrong  and  should  be  attacked  by  every 
means  in  our  power.  The  same  apathy  has  often  to  be  overcome 
in  efforts  to  promote  vaccination  and  immunisation  but  con- 
siderable success  has  been  obtained  regarding  immunisation. 

The  same  attitude  regarding  Food  Hygiene  has  to  be  over- 
come. While  the  general  public  are  willing  to  accept  cracked 
and  dirty  cups,  unclean  knives  and  forks,  and  food  of  doubtful 
quality  in  catering  establishments,  without  grumbling  to  the 
management  because  they  do  not  like  “to  make  a fuss,’’  they 
will  get  no  improvements.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  public  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  management  to  every  defect.  Managements 
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finot  be  always  aware  of  what  they  do  not  hear  about,  and  if 
ly  receive  complaints  they  can  keep  their  staff  ‘up  to  scratch’ 
or  replace  those  who  are  unreliable  and  slovenly,  for  in  dealing 
with  food,  well-trained  staff  is  of  primary  importance.  It  lies 
in  the  power  of  those  employed  in  this  work  to  destroy  or  make  a 
success  of  all  campaigns  for  clean  handling  and  protection  of 
food — for  it  is  the  ‘personal  touch’  that  may  cause  the  trouble. 

I am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  advice  and  assistance 
from  other  Departments  of  the  Council,  and  to  congratulate 
Mr.  Bowen  on  his  appointment  as  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  the  high  standard  and  efficiency 
of  their  work  during  the  year. 

I am  also  indebted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  for  his  ready 
help  and  advice. 

Finally,  I would  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Health  Committee,  Councillor  R.  D.  Jones,  on  whose 
help  and  support  I rely  throughout  the  year,  and  I am  also  very 
grateful  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  encouragement 
and  sympathetic  consideration  at  all  times. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


T.  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  72,370 

Population,  R.G.’s  Estimate,  1053,  Mid-Annual  02,180 

Population,  Density  per  acre  0.80 

Number  of  Inhabited  Housc.s  18,805 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses  4,702 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Kate,  1052 — 1953  . ^(793  14s.  4d. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Comparibility  Factor.  1.06  (Births).  1.03  (Deaths). 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

518 

450 

974 

Illegitimate 

10 

14 

30 

Total 

534 

470 

1004 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population. 

Crude — 10.1. 

Adjusted- 

-10.9 

England  and 

Wales 

15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

15 

12 

27 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

10 

13 

29 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Total  Births- 

-28.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  - 

- 0.47 

England  and  Wales 

- 0.35 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL) 

M. 

F. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

533 

408 

1001 

Illegitimate 

17 

15 

32 

Total  

550 

483 

1033 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

T otal. 

« 

384 

327 

711 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 

Crude — 11.4. 

Ad  j listed- 

—11.74 

England  and 

M'ales 

—11.4 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

F. 

Total. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

1 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) — 0.97. 

England  and  Wales 

—0.70 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

20 

13 

33 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

20 

13 

33 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  Live  Births)  32.9 

England  and  Wales  20.8 

Male  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  legitimate  births  38.0 

Female  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  legitimate 

births  28.5 

Male  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  illegitimate 

births  — 


Female  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  illegitimate 

births  — 

Total  legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  legitimate  births  33.9 

Total  illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  illegitimate  births  — 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

1953. 

TABLE  1. 


Parish 

A creage 

Number  of 
Houses 
1953 

Population 

[Estim.) 

Density  of 
Population 
per  acre 

Rateable 

Value 

Abenbury 

1717 

109 

299 

0.17 

L 

8872 

Alhngton 

3578 

433 

1425 

0.39 

5709 

Bersham 

1784 

1344 

4305 

2.41 

11,503 

Bieston 

1683 

56 

193 

0.11 

1475 

Broughton 

1089 

2040 

6760 

6.21 

17,237 

Brymbo 

2543 

1211 

4113 

1.62 

11,066 

Burton 

2869 

225 

770 

0.27 

3525 

Cefn  

1876 

2028 

6427 

3.42 

24,047 

Erbistock 

2919 

131 

453 

0.16 

1760 

Erddig 

287 

9 

40 

0.14 

394 

Esc.  Above  

3953 

166 

485 

0.12 

3611 

Esc.  Below  

1640 

768 

2670 

1.63 

10,356 

Gresford 

1099 

510 

1525 

1.39 

8933 

Gwersyllt 

2103 

1809 

6118 

2.9 

17,628 

Holt  

2912 

343 

1088 

0.37 

3313 

Isycoed 

3532 

97 

416 

0.12 

4224 

Llangollen  R 

9953 

812 

2559 

0.26 

9492 

Llantysilio 

5163 

196 

590 

0.11 

2103 

Llay  

2251 

944 

3478 

1.55 

13,519 

Marchwiel 

3389 

239 

619 

0.18 

3737 

Minera 

1393 

392 

1196 

0.86 

3910 

Penycae 

4694 

629 

2175 

0.46 

4748 

Rhos  

1441 

3309 

10,892 

7.56 

30,258 

Ruabon 

5906 

974 

3269 

0.55 

13,195 

Sesswick 

2596 

91 

315 

0.12 

1975 

Total  

72,370 

18,865 

62,180 

0.86 

216,590 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  1952 — 1953 — ;^793/14/4. 
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TABLE  2 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

Es- 

tim- 

ated 

Pop. 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

un- 

der 

one 

year 

Inft. 

Mort. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

births 

Dths 

from 

Tu- 

ber- 

cuT 

osis 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Abenbury 

299 

3 

1 

4 

13.4 

2 

6.7 

Allington 

1425 

13 

19 

32 

22.5 

11 

7.7 

Bersham 

4305 

44 

40 

84 

19.5 

62 

14.4 

2 

23.8 

2 

Bieston  

193 

1 

1 

5 2 

1 

5.2 

Broughton 

6760 

43 

40 

83 

12.3 

70 

10.4 

8 

96.4 

1 

Brymbo 

4113 

33 

40 

73 

17.7 

54 

13.1 

2 

27.4 

1 

Burton  

770 

2 

1 

3 

3.9 

9 

11.7 

Cefn 

6427 

54 

46 

100 

15.6 

93 

14.5 

2 

20 

2 

Erbistock 

453 

8 

3 

11 

24.3 

3 

6.6 

Erddig  

40 

2 

2 

4 

100 

Esc.  Above 

485 

5 

5 

10 

20.6 

Esc.  Below 

2670 

18 

12 

30 

11.2 

28 

10.5 

1 

33.3 

Gresford 

1525 

14 

11 

25 

16.4 

20 

13.1 

2 

80 

Gwersyllt 

6118 

74 

44 

118 

19.3 

67 

10.9 

3 

25.4 

3 

Holt 

1088 

11 

11 

22 

20.2 

12 

11.0 

Isycoed  

416 

3 

1 

4 

9.6 

3 

7.2 

1 

250 

Llan.  Rur. 

2559 

11 

15 

26 

10.2 

30 

11.7 

1 

Llantysilio 

590 

1 

1 

2 

3.4 

2 

3.4 

Llay 

3478 

35 

42 

77 

22.1 

31 

8.9 

7 

90.9 

Marchwiel 

619 

14 

6 

20 

32.3 

12 

19.4 

Min  era  

1196 

10 

7 

17 

14.2 

18 

15.1 

Penycae 

2175 

15 

12 

27 

12.4 

23 

10.6 

Rhos 

10,892 

90 

75 

165 

1 5. 1 

117 

10.7 

3 

18.2 

1 

Ruabon 

3269 

29 

32 

61 

18.7 

41 

12.5 

1 

16.4 

1 

Sesswick 

315 

2 

3 

5 

15.9 

2 

6.3 

1 

200 

62,180 

534 

470 

1004 

16.1 

711 

11.4 

33 

32.9 

12 
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TABLE  3 


BIRTHS. 


Parish 


Abenbury 

AUington 

Bersham 

Bieston 

Broughton 

Brymbo 

Burton 

Cefn 

Erbistock 

Erddig 

Esclusham  Above 

Esclusham  Below 

Gresford 

Gwersyllt 

Holt 

Isycoed 

Llangollen  Rural 

Llantysilio 

Elay 

Marchwiel 

Minera 

Penycae 

Rhos 

Ruabon 

Sesswick 


BIRTHS 

BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

3 

1 

13 

18 

1 

43 

38 

1 

2 

1 

43 

38 

2 

33 

40 

2 

1 

51 

44 

3 

2 

8 

3 

2 

2 

5 

5 

18 

12 

14 

11 

72 

42 

2 

2 

11 

11 

3 

1 

11 

15 

1 

1 

31 

40 

4 

2 

13 

0 

1 

10 

7 

15 

12 

85 

72 

5 

3 

20 

32 

2 

»■> 

O 

518 

450 

10 

14 

Total 


4 

32 

84 

1 

83 

73 

3 

lUO 

11 

4 
10 
30 
25 

118 

22 

4 
20 

2 

77 

20 

17 

27 

1 05 
01 

5 

loot 
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TABLE  4 


DEATHS. 


Parish 


Abenbury 

Allington 

Bersham 

Bieston 

Broughton 

Brymbo 

Burton 

Cefn 

Erbistock 

Erddig 

Esclusham  Above 

Esclusham  Below 

Gresford 

Gwersyllt 

Holt 

Isycoed 

Llangollen  Rural 

Llantysilio 

Llay 

Marchwiel 

Minera 

Penycae 

Rhos 

Ruabon 

Sesswick 


Total 


DEATHS 

Deaths  under 
1 year  of  age. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

2 

4 

7 

11 

33 

27 

2 

62 

1 

1 

37 

25 

7 

1 

70 

30 

22 

1 

1 

54 

3 

6 

9 

44 

47 

1 

1 

93 

3 

3 

16 

11 

1 

28 

9 

9 

1 

1 

20 

31 

33 

2 

1 

67 

7 

5 

12 

2 

1 

3 

16 

14 

30 

1 

1 

2 

13 

11 

4 

3 

31 

8 

4 

12 

9 

9 

18 

9 

14 

23 

67 

47 

2 

1 

117 

22 

18 

1 

41 

1 

1 

2 

364 

314 

20 

13 

711 
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^PULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  estimated  population  of  the  District  for  1953  is  02,180 
as  compared  to  02,280  for  1952,  so  that  we  find  there  has  been 
very  little  change  during  the  year,  although  the  number  of  births 
was  lower  and  the  number  of  deaths  higher  than  in  1952. 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 

These  figures  enable  the  crude  birth  rate  and  crude  death 
rate  to  be  adjusted  for  more  accurate  comparison  with  other 
areas  and  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  that  for  adjusting  the 
birth  rate  being  1.05  and  that  for  adjusting  the  death  rate  being 

1.03. 

These  make  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  which 
differs  from  place  to  place.  It  is  the  adjusted  birth  and  death 
rates  that  are  used  for  comparison  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
1004  as  compared  to  1044  in  1952,  so  that  there  was  a fall  of  40. 
However,  the  figure  is  still  25  more  than  that  for  1951,  when  there 
were  979  births.  Unfortunately  births  seem  to  occur  most 
frequently  among  families  with  least  accommodation,  leading  to 
over  crowded  conditions,  while  other  families  with  ample  accom- 
modation restrict  themselves  to  one  or  two  children.  For  the 
sake  of  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  family  as  a whole,  the 
latter  policy  is  no  doubt  to  be  recommended  and  it  would  be 
wiser  if  couples  living  in  lodgings  with  one  bedroom  and  sitting 
room  followed  this  example  until  they  get  a house. 

It  is  quite  common  to  find  a father,  mother  and  4 children 
sleeping  in  one  bedroom,  and  blaming  the  Local  Authority  for 
their  unhappy  circumstances. 

There  were  30  illegitimate  births  as  compared  to  33  in  1952. 
The  number  of  male  births  was  534  and  the  number  of  females 
was  470,  showing  a predominance  of  males  over  females  of  64. 

It  is  significant  to  find  that  of  the  1004  births,  761  took  place 
in  Maternity  Homes,  while  243  took  place  in  their  own  homes. 
These  figures  show  that  the  majority  of  mothers  still  prefer  to 
have  their  confinements  in  Maternity  Homes,  away  from  the 
worries  and  distractions  of  their  own  homes,  where  in  many 
instances  conditions  are  unsuitable  due  to  poor  housing  conditions 
and  overcrowding. 
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BIRTH  RATE. 


The  birth  rate  for  1953  is  16.1  (adjusted)  16.9,  as  compared 
to  16.8  and  17.6  adjusted  for  1952.  This  figure  is  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales,  15.5,  and  also  higher  than  that  for 
the  County  as  a whole,  which  was  15.3. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  still  births  that  occurred  during  1953  was 
29  as  compared  to  41  in  1952.  This  shows  a reduction  and  is  a 
very  satisfactory  improvement  which  is  a tribute  to  the 
excellent  care  and  attention  given  to  expectant  mothers  at  the 
ante-natal  clinics. 

If  every  mother  could  be  persuaded  to  have  ante-natal  care 
and  supervision,  still  births  would  fall  much  lower,  for  it  is  un- 
fortunately true  that  some  mothers  still  neglect  this  precaution, 
which  is  vital  both  for  their  own  and  their  infants’  survival. 


STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  is  0.47  as  compared 
to  0.66  in  1952.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0.35.  The 
still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births,  live  and  still,  is  28.07,  and 
is  lower  than  that  for  1952,  which  was  37.78.  The  still  birth 
rate  for  the  County  was  27.1. 


DEATHS. 

There  were  711  deaths  registered  in  1953,  as  compared  to 
677  deaths  in  1952,  giving  an  increase  of  34  which  is  not  of  great 
significance.  There  were  384  male  deaths  and  327  female  deaths. 

An  analysis  of  the  chief  causes  of  death  shows  that  335 
died  of  diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system,  mainly  affecting 
older  people. 

109  died  of  malignant  diseases  of  all  kinds.  The  organ  most 
commonly  affected  is  found  to  be  the  stomach  with  33  cases, 
while  the  lungs  were  affected  in  only  14  cases,  in  spite  of  the 
alarms  and  warnings  about  the  ill-effects  of  increased  smoking. 
Eurther  details  regarding  deaths  from  malignant  diseases  are 
shown  in  the  table  below. 
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DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Lung  and  bronchus 

13 

1 

14 

Breast  and  uterus 

1 

16 

17 

Stomach 

18 

15 

33 

Others  

28 

17  1 

45 

Coronary  Thrombosis  and  Angina  caused  94  deaths  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  sudden  deaths  due  to  this  cause  are  on  tlie  increase, 
but  the  reason  for  this  has  not  been  attributed  to  any  definite 
cause  as  yet,  and  much  research  requires  to  be  carried  out  on  the 
problem. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  year  was  11.74  (crude 
11.4)  as  compared  to  11.2  for  1952.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.4.  The  rate  for  the  County  is  12.3,  so  that  our 
District  compares  favourably  with  the  County  as  a whole,  but  is 
slightly  above  the  rate  for  this  District  in  1952. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  children  who  died  below  the  age  of  12  months 
was  33,  as  compared  to  40  in  1952,  and  45  in  1951.  This  shows 
a steady  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  year  by  year,  and  when 
we  look  back  to  the  figures  for  1931  when  there  were  92  infant 
deaths,  the  results  of  preventive  medicine  over  the  last  20  years 
have  been  phenomenal  in  this  field  alone.  The  control  of  in- 
fectious diseases  and  hygienic  feeding  have  done  most  to  produce 
this  excellent  result. 

To  reduce  the  figures  still  further  may  be  more  difficult, 
but  anything  that  can  be  done  to  lower  the  number  of  premature 
births  would  be  a great  help,  for  it  is  among  these  infants  that 
most  of  the  deaths  now  occur. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  is  32.9  as 
compared  to  38.3  in  1952.  The  rate  for  the  County  was  30.6 
and  for  England  and  Wales  26.8. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  still  considerably  hither  than 
tliat  for  England  and  Wales,  but  this  is  to  be  expected  in  an  in- 
dustrial area  such  as  the  Wrexham  Rural  District.  Here  many 
infants  are  born  into  overcrowded  families  and  have  to  be  reared 
in  very  poor  housing  conditions,  so  that  in  some  instances  it 
becomes  a case  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  in  the  struggle  for 
existence. 
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TABLE  5 


BIRTHS  AT  TREVALYN  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL 

DURING  1953. 


Parishes 

Total 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tot. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Legit. 

Illegit. 

Ahpn  bury 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Allington  . . . 

32 

9 

12 

1 

21 

1 

22 

T?prc;ham 

84 

24 

21 

45 

45 

Ripfiton 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Broughton  

83 

21 

29 

50 

50 

Brymbo 

73 

16 

14 

30 

30 

Burton 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Cefn  

Erbistock  ..  . 

100 

11 

20 

4 

17 

4 

2 

37 

8 

2 

39 

8 

Erddig 

4 

Esc.  Above 

10 

2 

2 

2 

Esc.  Below  

30 

10 

8 

18 

18 

Gresford 

25 

4 

9 

13 

13 

Gwersyllt 

118 

28 

17 

45 

45 

Holt  

22 

7 

10 

17 

17 

Isycoed 

4 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Llan.  R 

26 

3 

2 

5 

5 

Llantysilio  

2 

1 

1 

1 

Llay  

77 

20 

1 

22 

42 

1 

43 

Marchwiel 

20 

8 

1 

2 

10 

1 

11 

Minera 

17 

3 

7 

10 

10 

Penycae 

27 

7 

5 

12 

12 

Rhos 

165 

44 

22 

66 

66 

Ruabon 

61 

20 

21 

41 

41 

Sesswick 

5 

3 

3 

3 

Total  R.D. 
Births 

1004 

256 

2 

232 

3 

488 

5 

493 

Outward 

transferable 

Births 

189 

10 

188 

11 

377 

21 

398 

Grand  Total 

1004 

445 

12 

420 

14 

865 

26 

891 
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TABLE  6. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

8 

2 

10 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles  

1 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

18 

15 

33 

11. 

Malignant,  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

1 

14 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

12 

13 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

28 

17 

45 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

6 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

50 

60 

110 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

61 

33 

94 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

4 

13 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

32 

61 

93 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

15 

10 

25 

22. 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

23. 

Pneumonia 

10 

15 

25 

24. 

Bronchitis 

25 

13 

38 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

12 

2 

14 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

5 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

9 

6 

15 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

16 

16 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenitial  malformations 

2 

5 

7 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

38 

42 

80 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

9 

7 

16 

35. 

Suicide  

6 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

384 

327 

711 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  legal  basis  for  the  control  of  infectious  diseases  is  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Tliis  Act  defines  the  diseases  that 
are  notifiable  and  states  on  whom  the  obligation  lor  notification 
rests.  It  is  generally  forgotten  that  the  head  of  the  household 
is  required  by  the  Act  to  notify  any  such  disease  in  his  household 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  However,  it  is  usually  left 
to  the  general  practitioner.  Every  general  practitioner  called 
in  to  visit  a patient  shall,  as  soon  as  he  becomes  aware  that  the 
patient  is  suffering  from  a notifiable  disease,  send  a certificate 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District.  For  this  he 
receives  a fee  of  2/6d.  for  each  notification  from  the  Local 
Authority. 


The  important  point  is  that  it  should  be  done  immediately, 
otherwise  the  whole  procedure  loses  its  value  as  a means  of  tracing 
and  preventing  the  spread  of  these  diseases.  Only  too  frequently 
I receive  notifications  a week  or  a fortnight  after  the  onset  of  the 
disease,  and  in  one  instance  1 received  a batch  of  30  at  the  end  of 
a month,  which  although  augmenting  the  Doctor’s  income  serves 
no  useful  purpose  in  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 


The  value  of  early  notification  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  enables 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  take  prompt  measures  for  the 
isolation  of  the  patient  and  so  check  the  extension  of  the  disease. 

Early  notification  is  even  of  greater  necessity  in  cases  of 
food  poisoning  if  one  is  to  have  any  chance  of  tracing  the  infected 
food.  In  no  instance  during  this  year  have  I received  notifica- 
tions sufficiently  early  to  obtain  specimens  of  food  or  vomit  for 
bacteriological  examination. 


There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year. 
Table  7 shows  the  incidence  of  the  various  diseases. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  45  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  to  68  cases  in  1952.  Of  these  15  were  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  owing  to  poor  housing  conditions  or  lack 
of  facilities  for  isolation. 

It  is  considered  safer  for  scarlet  fever  cases  to  be  nursed  at 
home  provided  the  necessary  facilities  for  isolation  and  nursing 
are  available. 

Modern  methods  of  treatment  have  reduced  the  length  of 
stay  in  hospital  to  one  week  and  the  majority  of  children  appear 
to  be  fit  and  well  again  in  fourteen  days. 


14 


^OLIO-ENCEPHALITIS  AND  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Only  4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  all  were 
admitted  to  hospital. 

Of  these  3 were  affected  with  paralysis  and  1 was  not.  Two 
of  the  cases  were  children  and  2 were  adults.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  1 1 1 cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  to  5.5  cases  in  1952.  These  figures  show  a 
considerable  increase  this  year  and  indicate  the  necessity  for 
pushing  ahead  with  the  immunising  campaign. 

MEASLES. 

There  were  850  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year 
and  we  suffered  a severe  epidemic  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  country.  This  compares  with  318  cases  notified  in  1952. 

The  epidemic  began  in  January  and  continued  unabated 
until  June,  but  in  July  it  came  to  an  end  as  suddenly  as  it  began. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  were  under  9 years  of  age,  most  of  whom 
were  at  school. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  were  made  notifiable  by  Regula- 
tions in  1939,  but  there  has  been  no  great  improvement  in  the 
control  of  these  diseases  since  that  date,  such  as  one  might  have 
expected,  and  epidemics  still  break  out  with  regular  frequency. 
Measles  still  spreads  with  great  rapidity  and  one  hopes  that 
improved  methods  of  controlling  this  disease  may  soon  be  found. 
For  although  the  disease  does  not  cause  a high  mortality,  it  does 
cause  much  inconvenience,  loss  of  schooling  and  sometimes 
chronic  ill-health.  It  seems  paradoxical  that  while  serious 
diseases  like  smallpax  and  diphtheria  have  been  subdued,  such 
a common  complaint  as  measles  defies  control.  Is  this  because 
it  is  not  taken  as  seriously  as  others  ? 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  10  cases  or  Erysipelas  notified  during  the  year, 
as  compared  to  19  cases  in  1952.  Of  these  4 were  admitted  to 
hospital.  All  these  cases  were  over  25  years  of  age. 

DYSENTERY. 

Only  1 case  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  to  1 in  the  i)rcvious  year.  This  occurred  in  a young 
child  of  three  years,  who  was  admitted  to  hospital. 


15 


MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTIONS.  ^ 

There  were  3 cases  of  Meningitis  notified  as  compared  tc 
2 in  1952.  All  were  removed  to  hospital  and  all  recovered. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

According  to  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951, 
puerperal  pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition  occuring 
in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature  of  100. 4°F  or  more  has  oc- 
curred within  14  days  of  childbirth.  There  were  9 cases  notified 
during  the  year,  as  compared  to  5 in  1952. 


PNEUMONIA. 

There  were  32  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  to  31  cases  in  1952.  Of  these  cases,  5 were  admitted 
to  hospital  and  25  died,  which  is  a very  high  proportion. 

12  were  under  25  years  of  age,  while  20  were  over  25  years. 
Most  deaths  from  this  disease  occur  among  the  very  young  and 
the  aged. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  2 cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year.  Tinned 
foods  were  suspected  as  being  the  cause  in  each  instance,  but 
this  was  not  confirmed.  Both  cases  were  mild  and  had  recovered 
in  two  days’  time. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

75  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  compared  to  82  cases  in  1952.  Of  these  65  were  pulmonary, 
affecting  the  lungs,  and  10  were  non-pulmonary,  affecting  other 
parts  of  the  body.  During  the  last  3 years  the  total  number  of 
cases  has  not  shown  great  variation  as  there  were  71  cases  in 
1951,  82  cases  in  1952  and  75  cases  in  1953. 

These  figures  show  that  very  little  headway  has  been  made 
in  checking  the  spread  of  this  infection,  and  while  the  failure  to 
secure  early  admission  of  a large  number  of  tubercular  patients 
to  sanatoria  continues  and  they  are  left  in  their  homes  in  an 
infectious  condition,  the  danger  to  other  persons  and  particularly 
young  children  is  very  grave. 

Increased  accommodation  in  sanatoria  for  the  isolation  of 
these  infectious  cases  is  an  urgent  necessity.  But  some  improve- 
ment could  be  obtained  if  infectious  patients  who  remain  at  home 
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tild  be  induced  to  exercise  the  simplest  hygienic  precautions, 
ich  they  seldom  do,  and  refrain  from  kissing  and  nursing 
children.  The  use  of  paper  handkerchiefs,  which  can  be  burned, 
should  be  encouraged  instead  of  the  ordinary  linen  handkerchief, 
which  is  simply  a receptacle  for  germs. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  council 
houses  was  408,  out  of  a total  of  1159.  The  majority  of  these 
cases  \ e cases  of  measles,  amounting  to  322.  The  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  was  24  out  of  a total  of  75. 
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TABLE  7. 

INCIDENCE  OF  ALL  NOTIFICABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 
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Parish. 

Abenbury 

Allington 

Bersham 

Bieston 

Broughton 

Brymbo 

Burton  

Cefn 

Erbistock 

Erddig  

Esclusham  Above 

Esclusham  Below 

Gresford 

Gwersyllt 

Holt 

Isycoed 

Llangollen  Rural 

Llantysilio 

Llay 

Marchwiel 

Minera  

Penycae 

Rhos 

Ruabon 

Sesswick 

Total 

18 


TABLE  8. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Total 

Cases  ad- 

Diseases 

Cases 

mitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

15 

Wliooping  Cough 

111 

3 

1 

Measles 

8C6 

2 

1 

Er  elas  

10 

4 

Pue.peral  Pyrexia 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

Non-Paral3dic  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Paralytic  Polio 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Ophthalmio  Neo. 

1 

Mening  Infection 

3 

3 

T.B.  (Pulm.)  

65 

1 

10 

T.B.  (Non-Pulm.) 

10 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

32 

5 

25 

Total 

1159 

39 

39 

TABLE 

9. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Diseases 

Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25+ 

Age 

un- 

known 

Tot. 

f^rarlpt  Kever  

4 

18 

12 

4 

7 

45 

Whooping^  Cough  

22 

20 

36 

29 

3 

1 

111 

Measles 

33 

179 

338 

301 

8 

2 

10 

5 

866 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Food  Poisoning 

N.P.  Poliomyelitis  

Paralytic  Polio 
Dysentery  

3 

6 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Oph.  Neonatorum  

Meningococcal  Inf 

Pulm.  T.B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

12 

44 

3 

65 

N.  Pulm.  T.B 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

10 

Pneumonia  

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

19 

1 

32 

Total  . . 

60 

208 

398 

351 

18 

27 

88 

9 

1159 

19 


TABLE  10. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 
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^MUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING 
COUGH. 

The  County  Council  provides  the  facilities  for  the  carrying 
out  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination.  Children  can  be 
immunised  or  vaccinated  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  or  in  a school,  or  if  their  parents  so  wish,  by  their  own 
Doctors. 

Diphtheria  has  for  some  years  been  eliminated  from  this 
District  as  a result  of  systematic  immunisation  of  the  infant 
popula.  1 during  the  past  20  years. 

However,  this  happy  result  will  not  be  maintained  unless 
the  level  of  children  immunised  is  kept  above  75  per  cent.  If 
parents  leave  their  children  unprotected  there  may  well  be  a 
return  of  diphtheria  outbreaks. 

It  is  therefore  imperative  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  not 
less  than  75  per  cent  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday.  The 
figures  for  our  District  during  1953  do  not  show  up  well  when 
judged  by  this  criterion.  The  total  number  of  babies  under 
12  months  immunised  was  307,  whereas  the  total  number  of 
births  in  1952  was  1044,  giving  a percentage  of  about  30  per  cent 
immunised.  This  is  a disturbingly  low  figure  and  leaves  room 
for  much  improvement. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

0 — 5 years. 

5 — 14  years. 

Total 

Primary  Doses  49 

3 

52 

Re-inforcings  58 

85 

143 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

IMMUNISATION 

(COMBINED). 

0 — 5 years 

5 — 14  years 

Total 

258 

241 

499 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

0 — 5 years 

Total 

2 

2 

VACCINATION. 

By  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  vaccination  was  made 
non-compulsory  and  immediately  the  number  of  infants  vaccin- 
ated dropped  steeply  all  over  the  country. 

The  total  number  vaccinated  in  our  District  was  230  primary 
and  13  revaccinations.  Since  last  year,  vaccination  has  been 
performed  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  this 
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may  help  to  cause  an  increase  in  the  numbers  vaccinated  in  tl^ 
future,  for  with  the  disappearance  of  tlie  Public  Vaccinator, 
some  mothers  have  been  at  a loss  as  to  where  and  how  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated. 


VACCINATIONS. 

Primary  Vaccinations. 

Under  \ year.  \year.  2 — i years. 

154  22  23 

5 — 14  years. 
9 

\o years  plus. 
22 

Re-vaccinations. 

Under  \ year.  \year.  2 — i,  years. 

5 — 14  years. 

1 

\?) years  plus. 
12 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

During  the  year  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  were  carried 
out  at  Rhos,  Cefn,  Llay,  Ruabon  and  Brymbo.  A grand  total 
of  3,894  persons  was  X-rayed  at  these  centres. 

From  this  number  only  2 definite  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
revealed. 

However,  the  Survey  focussed  the  attention  on  the  prevalence 
of  varying  degrees  of  pneumoconiosis  in  the  mining  areas,  which 
only  affected  males.  A comparison  of  the  cases  of  pneumocon- 
iosis in  each  area  throws  much  light  on  a dark  subject. 

Number  Showing 


Area. 

Total  Examined. 
{Males  only). 

Signs  of 

Pneumoconiosis. 

Percentage. 

Rhos 

1224 

222 

(mostly  over  45 
■years  of  age) 

18.13% 

Llay 

313 

85  ditto. 

26.85% 

Cefn 

100 

15  ditto. 

9.37% 

Ruabon 

300 

10 

3.33% 

Brymbo 

134 

0 

4.47% 

From  these  statistics  it  is  clear  that  the  miners  of  Rhos  and 
Llay  show  signs  of  pneumoconiosis  in  a pvopoi  tion  of  practically 
1 in  5 of  the  number  examined.  The  age  at  which  they  become 
affected  is  over  45  years. 

1 have  drawn  attention  to  this  state  of  affairs  as  an  adverse 
factor  affecting  the  health  of  a section  of  our  community. 

Such  a state  of  affairs  appears  to  me  to  be  one  which  demands 
investigation  into  the  conditions  under  which  these  miners  work, 
in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  protect  them  from  the  effects 
of  the  inhalation  of  coal  dust,  which  can  result  in  an  incurable 
disease  with  permanent  disability. 
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IfcoSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

(1)  GENERAL. 

{a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 


Hospital  230  beds. 

(b)  Maelor  General  Hospital  501  beds. 


The  Hospital  previously  known  as  Croesnewydd  is  now  a unit 
of  the  Maelor  General  Hospital  and  the  number  of  beds  is  included 
in  the  total  of  501  beds. 

(2)  MA'^'^RNITY  CASES. 

. I'evalyn  Manor  Maternity  Hospital  45  beds. 

(3)  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen. 


CLINICS. 

(1)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

These  are  established  in  the  following  areas  : — Rhos,  Llay, 
Southsea,  Brymbo,  Rhostyllen,  Coedpoeth,  Broughton, 
Cefn,  Rossett,  Gresford,  Vroncysyllte,  Johnstown,  Holt, 
Ruabon  and  Rhosrobiu. 

(2)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

The  diagnosis  and  after-care  treatment  of  Orthopaedic  Cases 
is  canied  out  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wrexham, 
supplemented  by  institutional  treatment  at  the  Orthop- 
aedic Hospital,  Gobowen.  A Clinic  is  also  held  at  Cefn. 

(3)  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC. 

The  only  V.D.  Clinic  in  the  County  is  established  in  Wrexham 
(Out-patient  Department,  Wrexham  War  Memorial 
Hospital)  which  is  now  controlled  by  the  Welsh  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NURSING  SERVICES. 

(1)  GENERAL  AND  MIDWIFERY. 


District  Nurse  Midwives  and  District  Nurses  for  the  home 
visiting  of  the  sick  and  for  maternity  cases  are  provided 
in  the  following  areas  : 


Brynteg  1 

Brymbo  1 

Broughton  1 

Bwlchgwyn  1 

Cefn  2 

Gresford  1 

Garth  1 


Holt  1 

Gwersyllt  3 

Llay  2 

Overton  1 (Part  Denbs., 
Rhos  2 part  Flints.). 

Rhostyllen  1 

Ruabon  1 


(2)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  seven  Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School  Nurses) 
employed  in  the  rural  district  on  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School  Medical  work. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  Section  47.  ® 

This  Act  gives  powers  to  a District  Council  to  remove  to  a 
hospital  or  Home  persons  v/ho  are  aged  and  infirm  found  to  be 
living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  care  for  them- 
selves by  reason  of  ill-health  or  having  no  other  persons  willing 
or  able  to  look  after  them  at  home. 

When  compulsory  removal  is  considered  advisable  in  the 
interest  of  the  person,  it  is  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  for  confirmation  of  the  Order,  which  is 
valid  for  a period  of  3 months  and  may  be  renewed. 

Problems  of  this  nature  are  created  by  the  steadily  increasing 
proportion  of  old  persons  in  the  community  who  live  alone  and 
have  no  one  to  care  for  them  and  is  partly  due  to  the  break-up 
of  the  larger  family  group  which,  through  mutual  help,  care  for 
aged  dependents.  This  is  a glaring  feature  of  modern  life,  and 
one  that  is  proving  very  difficult  to  solve  satisfactorily.  Old 
people  living  alone  are  very  prone  to  accidents  from  falls  and 
burns  and  scalds.  In  our  own  District,  2 old  persons  have  been 
severely  burned  and  others  have  been  found  in  their  houses 
collapsed  on  the  floor  due  to  falls  and  being  unable  to  get  up. 
They  may  lie  in  this  condition  for  hours  before  being  found. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  continally  reported  to  me,  and  many 
who  are  willing  to  go  to  a Home  voluntarily  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Welfare  Department.  It  is  only  those  who  refuse  to  go  volun- 
tarily that  are  dealt  with  by  the  above  Act. 

One  is  always  loath  to  move  any  person  from  his  or  her  home 
against  their  will,  and  I only  do  this  as  a last  resort  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  person’s  family  doctor  and  the  consent  of  the 
relatives. 

During  1953  two  persons  were  removed  under  this  Act. 
One  old  lady  was  removed  to  hospital  at  the  request  of  her  doctor 
and  relatives.  Another  old  lady  was  removed  to  a Home  for  the 
Aged,  as  she  lived  alone  and  had  no  one  to  care  for  her  and  could 
not  look  alter  herself. 
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TABLE  11. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  TOTAL  DEATHS 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 


Age  Groups 

NEW  CASES 

1 

Tot. 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

Tot. 

Pulrn. 

N-Pulni. 

Putin. 

N-Pulm. 

M.  1 

F. 

M. 

.1 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

1 -4 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

5 — 9 

2 

2 

1 

5 

10 — 14 

1 

1 

2 

15 — 10 

3 

4 

1 

8 

20—24 

1 

4 

5 

25^ — 34 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

35 — 44 

8 

4 

12 

1 

1 

45 — 54 

7 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

55 — 64  

5 

3 

8 

3 

5 

65  and  over 

5 

3 

8 

2 

1 

3 

Age  unknown  

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

38 

27 

6 

4 

1 75 

8 

2 

2 

12 

RAINFALL. 

We  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  rainfall  figures 
taken  at  Packsaddle  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company,  and  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Company  supplies  me  with  this  information. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  25.76  inches,  as  compared 
to  35.62  in  1952,  which  shows  a fall  of  almost  10  inches  during 
the  year. 

In  spite  of  this  we  did  not  experience  water  shortages  in 
certain  areas  to  the  same  extent  as  in  1952,  which  was  probably 
due  to  improvements  that  have  been  made  to  meet  this  contin- 
gency. In  contrast  to  1952,  most  of  the  rain  fell  in  the  six  summer 
months,  while  the  winter  months  were  comparatively  dry. 


1953. 


January 

1.10  inches 

May 

2.37  inches 

Sept. 

3.69  inches 

Feb. 

1.62  inches 

June 

2.01  inches 

Oct. 

1.74  inches 

March 

.92  inches 

July 

2.75  inches 

Nov. 

3.04  inches 

April 

2. 56  inches 

August 

2.59  inches 

Dec. 

1.37  inches 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Most  of  our  District  is  well  sewered.  Outlying  parishes 
still  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  One  such  area  is  at  Aberderfyn  and 
Johnstown,  where  the  houses  are  not  provided  with  a public 
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sewer  and  considerable  nuisance  arises  from  overflowing  cesspoolsli 
so  that  the  extension  of  the  sewer  to  serve  these  properties  is  an 
urgent  necessity  on  public  health  grounds. 

A Scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  extension  of  sewers 
to  meet  the  needs  of  Burton  and  Lavister.  The  Ministry  have 
already  held  an  Enquiry  on  the  subject  on  11th  August,  1953, 
and  have  agreed  to  the  Scheme  in  principle  but  certain  modific- 
ations will  be  required  before  work  on  the  project  can  be 
commenced. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  still  presents  one  of  the  greatest  problems  in  this 
District.  In  spite  of  the  wonderful  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  the  building  of  various  types  of  Council  houses,  there  are  still 
a large  number  of  families  living  in  houses  that  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  many  more  in  lodgings  who  have  never 
had  a house  of  their  own.  It  is  tragic  to  think  that  some  of 
these  unfortunate  families  have  been  waiting  more  than  ten 
years  for  better  accommodation  and  have  almost  given  up  hope. 

More  private  building  is  now  permissable,  for  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  decided  that  from  1st 
January,  1953,  building  licences  shall  be  issued  without  question 
by  Local  Authorities  to  persons  who  wish  to  build  or  have  built, 
houses  of  not  more  than  1000  sq.  feet,  and  to  builders  who  wish  to 
build  up  to  12  houses  of  not  more  than  1,000  square  feet.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  persons  who  can  afford  it  will  now  take  advant- 
age of  this  instead  of  applying  for  rate  subsidised  council  houses 
and  so  depriving  those  who  are  really  in  need  of  a council  house 
of  the  opportunity  of  getting  one. 

The  contribution  of  our  Council  towards  the  national  housing 
effort  has  been  acknowledged  in  a letter  from  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  expressing  his  personal  thanks 
for  the  work  done  in  the  past  year  and  asking  the  Council  to 
make  the  best  use  of  materials  in  their  future  programmes. 

After  the  end  of  the  war  in  1946,  the  Wrexham  District 
area  was  declared  a development  area,  and  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  new  factories  and  also  the  expansion  of  existing 
industries,  the  Ministry  gave  instructions  to  all  Local  Authorities, 
particularly  those  in  development  areas,  to  give  consideration 
to  the  question  of  giving  priority  in  housing  to  key  workers. 

A “Key  Worker”  on  whose  behalf  priority  is  requested  is 
defined  as  “an  essential  worker  who  has  been  brought  into  the 
development  area  from  another  part  of  the  country  to  assist  in 
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I he  establishment  of  a new  industry  or  to  meet  the  special  needs 
of  production  in  an  existing  industry  and  who  is  separated  from 
his  family.” 

Our  Council  has  decided  to  give  priority  in  housing  to  ‘‘Key 
Workers,”  and  tubercular  patients  who  have  been  recommended 
for  re-housing  by  the  Chest  Clinic. 

In  thi  -espect  there  has  been  instances  of  tubercular  persons 
going  into  ^odgings  in  council  houses  without  the  Council’s  per- 
mission, in  the  hope  of  getting  priority  and  so  causing  over- 
crowding. 

This  is  a most  dangerous  practice  from  a public  health  point 
of  view  and  should  be  prohibited. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

No  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  this  important  matter 
for  the  following  reason.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  a Circular,  stated  that  because  of  the  need  to 
concentrate  as  much  as  possible  of  the  labour  and  materials 
available  for  housing  purposes  on  the  erection  of  new  houses  for 
families  without  a separate  home  of  their  own,  it  will  not  be 
practicable,  save  in  exceptional  eircumstances,  to  set  in  motion 
procedure  for  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  which  would  involve 
the  provision  of  new  houses  for  persons  who  would  be  displaced. 

However,  it  now  appears  that  in  1954  conditions  will  have 
improved  sufficiently  to  make  a start  on  slum  clearance. 

During  the  year,  337  council  houses  were  built,  while  36 
private  houses  were  erected.  This  brings  the  total  number  of 
council  houses  in  the  district  to  4,762. 

It  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the  Housing  Diploma 
for  1952  was  received  from  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  respect  of  the  Plas  Isaf  housing  site  at  Rhosymedre. 
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TABLE  12. 


« 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Parish. 


Abenbury 

Allington  

Bersham  

Bieston 

Broughton 

Brymbo  

Burton 

Cefn 

Erbistock 
Esclusham  Below 

Gresford  

Gwersyllt 

Holt 

Isycoed 

Llangollen  Rural 
Llay 

Marchwiel 

Minera 

Penycae  

Rhos 

Ruabon  

Sesswick  


Total  No. 

Private 

In  course 

of  Houses 

Completed 

Houses 

of 

at 

during  1953. 

completed 

erection 

31.12.53. 

in  i053. 

31.12.53. 

H. 

F. 

B. 

2 

130 

5 

248 

28 

2 

3 

24 

4 

515 

40 

4 

53 

286 

18 

2 

24 

10 

5 

574 

33 

95* 

18 

286 

11 

4 

9 

86 

1 

700 

10 

4 

86 

68 

14 

2 

12 

158 

56 

6 

2 

30  § 

310 

12 

1 

60 

1 

62 

1 

12 

154 

12 

8 

2 

39 

792 

26 

8 

2 

39 

277 

41 

8 

1 

10 

4762 

301 

28 

8 

36 

411 

337 

* 2 Hutments  demolished. 
§ 68  “Wates"  Houses. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Improvements  in  the  water  supply  to  our  District  continue 
to  be  made  and  with  the  exception  of  Llantysilio,  nearly  all  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  has  a piped  water  supply. 

The  scheme  to  supply  Llantysilio  has  been  approved  and 
now  awaits  the  carrying  out  of  the  work,  which  may  take  some 
time. 

The  Cefn  and  Ruabon  Water  Companies  have  been  taken 
over  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company 
under  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  (No.  2)  Order, 
1953,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1953.  This 
has  resulted  in  a great  improvement  in  the  supply  of  water  to 
these  parishes. 


28 


Bounty  water  scheme. 

A water  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  County  of  Denbigh 
has  been  considered.  Tliis  scheme  would  commence  in  the  Rural 
Districts  of  West  Denbighshire  and  in  course  of  time  extend  to 
the  Wrexham  Rural  District  and  East  Ifcnbighshire.  It  has 
been  inferred  that  there  would  be  a possible  shortage  of  water  of 
2,000,000  gr''ons  per  day  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District’s  area 
in  ten  years  ame.  This  is  certainly  not  ajjparent  at  the  present 
time. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1953  on  the  activities  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  indicates  some  of  the  many  phases  of  public 
health  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 

During  the  year  the  staff  have  been  primarily  engaged  on 
the  inspection  of  unfit  houses,  preparatory  to  the  formulation 
by  the  Council  of  a Slum  Clearance  programme,  which  may  be 
embarked  upon  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  industry  and  loyalty 
of  all  members  of  the  staff,  and  would  express  my  grateful  thanks 
to  Mr.  T.  L.  Williams,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Dr.  T.  Kenrick  Hughes 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Bowen  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
I would  express  my  appreciation  of  their  continued  consideration 
and  confidence. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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JANUARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year. 

TABLE  13. 

HOUSING.  Number. 

No.  of  .ises  re-roofed  4 

No.  of  houses  repaired — -roofs,  walls,  etc.  87 

No.  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  30 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  14 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  5 

No.  of  houses  in  which  old  pavements  were  repaired  — 

No.  of  food  stores  provided  — 

No.  of  new  kitchen  grates  and  washing  boilers  provided  26 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  baths  7 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  H.  & C.  water  6 

No.  of  visits  to  applicants  for  Council  Houses  3831 

Abatement  of  overcrowding  .302 

Nuisances  abated  (drains)  295 

DRAINAGE. 

No.  of  new  cesspools  constructed  — 

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  7 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  9 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  92 

No.  of  drains  repaired  25 

No.  of  house  drains  disconnected  from  road  drains  ■ — ■ 

No.  of  new  Inspection  Chambers  35 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  repaired  1 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  36 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  18 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  31 

No.  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets  5 

No.  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  4 

No.  of  privies  repaired  — 

No.  of  portable  ashbins  provided  21 

No.  of  urinals  repaired  — ■ 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied  35 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  10 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

No.  of  workshops  repaired  — 

No.  of  workshops  cleansed  on  notice  2 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  provided  or  improved  4 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  164  ^ 

No.  of  visits  to  bakehouses  112 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

No.  of  visits  556 

No.  of  Ice  Cream  samples  taken  45 
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MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

No.  of  visits  to  premises 
No.  of  samples  taken 


39 

8 


No.  of  visits  to  Knackers  Yards 
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CLERICAL  WORK. 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  9.52 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  820 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  89 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  58 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  12,457 


HOUSING. 

The  Council  erected  3.37  houses  during  the  year.  These 
brought  the  total  number  of  Council  Houses  occupied  to  4,762, 
which  is  25.2  per  cent  of  the  occupied  houses  in  the  area. 

In  spite  of  this  fact  the  demand  for  houses  continues  and 
will  continue  until  every  family  in  the  area  is  adequately  housed. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  houses  which  are  unfit  and 
scheduled  for  demolition,  there  is  a large  number  which,  through 
neglect  and  the  inability  of  the  owners  to  maintain  them  in  a 
reasonable  state,  have  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
can  be  considered  as  borderline  cases  and  the  cost  of  making 
them  fit  will  be  considerable.  The  structure  of  many  of  these 
houses  is  good  and  can  be  repaired,  and  they  would  provide 
satisfactory  accommodation  for  families  in  the  lower  wages 
group  and  particular  types  of  families. 

The  difficulties  of  the  private  landlord  during  the  past  few 
years  are  fully  appreciated,  but  many  have  failed  to  realise  their 
obligation  under  the  Housing  Act  to  maintain  their  property 
in  a reasonably  fit  state. 

When  the  proposed  Housing  Legislation  becomes  operative 
one  can  anticipate  a large  number  of  applications  being  made 
for  certificates  to  resist  the  demands  of  owners  for  increased 
rents,  where  in  the  opinion  of  the  tenant  the  houses  are  not  in  all 
respects  fit  for  occupation. 

During  the  year  24  Demolition  Orders  and  1 Closing 
Order  were  made,  and  11  properties  were  demolished. 

302  families  from  overcrowded  dwellings  were  re-housed 
by  the  Council,  involving  a total  of  1223  persons. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  construction  of  a sewerage  scheme  at  Bwlchgwyn  was 
commenced  during  the  year.  The  work  of  connecting  the  drains 
to  the  sewer  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  anil  this  has  been  facilit- 
ated by  the  close  co-operation  between  the  Engineer’s  Department 
and  the  Health  Dej)artment  during  the  constructional  period. 

The  Council  has  for  many  years  been  concerned  with  the 
drainage  of  Burton  and  Lavister,  and  after  protracted  negoti- 
ations a Public  Enquiry  into  the  Council’s  proposals  was  held 
on  the  llth  August,  1953. 

When  these  schemes  are  completed  the  whole  of  the  Council’s 
area,  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  hamlets,  will  have  a 
satisfactory  water  carriage  system  of  drainage. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company 
took  over  the  Cefn  Water  Company’s  undertaking  on  the  1st 
October,  1953. 

81  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analyses,  the  results  of  which  appear  in  the  following  Table. 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY 


Remarks. 

Satisfactory. 

B.  Coli  communior  isolated. 
Please  repeat  sample. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

1 

Non-  Faecal 
Coli  per 
100  ml. 

Probable  No. 
Faecal  Coli 
per  100  ml. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Probable  No. 
Conform 
Bacilli, 
Mac  Conkey 
2 days  S1°C 
per  100  ml. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel 
Agar 

2 days  37 °C 
Aerobically 
per  ml. 

480 

CO 

o 

Nature  of  Sample  and  where 
taken 

Brymbo  Water  Company. 

1.  Tap  water  : 8 Tan-yr-allt, 
Cefnybedd  (22.1.53) 

2.  Tap  water  : 1 High  Street, 
Coedpoeth  (5.5.53) 

3.  Tap  water  : Park  View, 

Clayton  Road,  Pentre 
Broughton  (5.3.53) 

4.  Tap  water  : Park  View, 

Clayton  Road,  Pentre 
Broughton  (19.3.53) 

5.  Tap  water  : House  in 

Brymbo  (9.6.53) 

6.  Tap  water  : 7 Tan-yr-allt, 
Cefnybedd  (7.7.53) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued] 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  (continued) 
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Houses,  Vron  (1.9.53)  .1  57  I 5 I 3 ' I Unsatisfactory. 


TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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(19.11.53)  I Nil  ' 17  ' 17  ' ' Unsatisfactory, 


TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  {continued) 
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TABLE  14.  WATER  SUPPLY  [continued) 
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JDOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  adopted  by  food  handlers  sliows 
progressive  improvement.  All  premises  where  food  is  prepared 
or  stored  have  been  inspected  regularly  and  alterations  and 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  several  premises. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  articles  of  food  which  have 
been  inspected  at  the  various  shops,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

TABLE  15. 

Meat  299  tins. 

80  lbs. 

Fish  10  tins. 

3 stone. 

Fish  Cake  Mixture  36  tins. 

Milk  252  tins. 

Cream  2 tins. 

Fruit  503  tins. 

Tomatoes  157  tins. 

Peas  42  tins. 

Beans  53  tins. 

Carrots  6 tins. 

Mixed  Vegetables  4 tins. 

Beetroot  46  tins. 

Soup  15  tins. 

Cheese  10  pkts. 

186  lbs. 

Sausage  15  lbs. 

Meat  Paste  63  jars. 

Bacon  . 20  lbs. 

Butter  23|:  lbs. 

Cooking  Fat  . 187  lbs. 

Flour  120  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  70  lbs. 
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TABLE  16 


• 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended 
3 1st  December,  1953. 


Article 

Number 

Taken 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 
or  sub- 
standard 

Milk 

118 

97 

21 

Butter 

4 

4 

Lard 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

1 

Flour 

1 

1 

Cakes 

1 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

1 

Bread 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet  

1 

1 

Rice 

3 

3 

Sago 

1 

1 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

2 

Sweets 

1 

1 

Jam 

4 

4 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

Luncheon  Meat 

3 

2 

1 

Sausages 

2 

2 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Tinned  Fish 

1 

1 

Tinned  Peas 

1 

1 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

1 

1 

Tinned  Carrots 

1 

1 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

Jelly  Crystals 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

8 

8 

Fresh  Cream 

1 

1 

Sauce 

1 

1 

Chutney 

1 

1 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

Beer 

2 

2 

Port  Type  Wine 

1 

1 

Port  Wine 

1 

1 

Gin 

1 

1 

Gripe  Mixture 

1 

1 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

Powdered  Borax 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine  

1 

1 

Totals 

181 

158 

23 
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0 “As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  21  samples  of  milk 
were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  “Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-standard  ’’  by  reason  of  a deficiency  in  fat  or  in  solids-not-fat. 
In  most  instances  the  deficiencies  were  slight  and  the  matter 
was  dealt  with  by  means  of  cautions  and  advice  whilst  in  some 
cases  a comparison  sample  exonerated  the  vendor  or  wholesaler. 
In  no  instance  was  the  deficiency  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant 
the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 

In  addition  to  the  118  milk  samples  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year  39  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
Schools,  etc.,  in  the  W.R.D.C.  area  and  tested  in  this  Office  by 
the  Inspectors.  All  the  milk  samples  so  taken  proved  to  be 
genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Table  that  2 informal  samples  of 
food  were  adversely  reported  on.  In  the  first  instance,  that  of 
sago,  the  sample  taken  was  found  on  analysis  to  consist  of  100 
per  cent  tapioca  which  had  obviously  been  sold  as  sago  in  error. 
The  shop  keeper  was  visited  and  when  his  mistake  was  pointed 
out  to  him  he  promised  not  to  repeat  it. 

The  other  “Not  Genuine”  food  sample  was  an  informal 
sample  of  tinned  luncheon  meat  which  the  Public  Analyst  certified 
as  containing  a small  percentage  of  lead.  A formal  sample 
was  immediately  taken  from  the  same  consignment  of  luncheon 
meat  but  this  sample  proved  on  analysis  to  be  genuine  and 
entirely  free  from  lead  contamination. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter.” 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Evans,  for  the  above  report  on  the 
number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  within  the  Council’s 
area. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  34  premises  registered.  112  visits  were  paid 
during  the  year  and  the  cleansing  and  lime  washing  of  the  premises 
have  been  carried  out  according  to  regulations. 

FISH  AND  CHIP  SHOPS, 

There  are  54  Fish  Frying  businesses  established  in  the  district, 
two  premises  having  been  registered  during  the  year.  The 
premises  and  fittings  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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ICE  CREAM.  0 

There  are  155  persons  registered  to  store  and  sell  Ice  Cream. 
45  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which,  on 
analyses,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  Iced  Lollies  and  Iced  Sherberts  were  submitted 
for  examination  and  they  were  also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

39  Dealer’s  Licences  and  8 Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licences 
have  been  issued  to  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  milk  retailers. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  8 informal  samples  have  been  submitted 
for  analyses,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  143  premises  registered  under  the  Factory  Act, 
1937,  4 premises  having  been  discontinued  and  4 new  registrations 
made  during  the  year.  164  inspections  were  made  and  in  4 
instances,  notices  were  served  requiring  the  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  conveniences  at  the  factory.  These  notices  were  complied 
with. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  various  activities 
carried  on. 


TABLE  17. 

Factory. 

Bacon  Facory 
Blacksmiths 
Boot  Repairers 
Bottling  Works 
Brickworks 
Chemical  Works 
Coach  Builders 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning 

Cycle  Shops 

Dairies 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  

Electrical  Equipment 
Garages 
Gas  Works 
Grass  Drying 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers 

Joinery  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’  Shops,  etc. 

Laundries  

Millers 

Paint  Manufacturers 

Printers 

Sawmills 

Stonemasons 

Seed  Dressing 

Tiled  Fire  Places 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 


No.  on  Register. 
1 
5 
14 
2 
14 
2 
2 
3 
5 
2 
5 
5 
32 
3 
1 
7 

17 
3 
2 
1 

3 

4 
3 
1 
3 
3 


143 
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^EVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  have  been  carried  out  and 
the  following  treatments  took  place. 


Manholes  baited  417 

Refuse  Tips  91 

Sewage  Works  93 

Domestic  Premises  236 

Business  Premises  44 

River  Banks  5 


98  farms  were  inspected  and  where  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  infested,  information  was  passed  on  to  the  Pest  Officer 
of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  who  arranged  for  the 
treatment  of  the  premises. 

INFESTATION  BY  BED  BUGS. 

13  Council  Houses  and  4 Private  Houses  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs.  All  houses  were  treated  and  the  infest- 
ations eradicated. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Licences  have  been  issued  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  Knackers 
Yards  at  Tyddyn  Daniel,  Marchwiel,  and  Ffrwd,  Brymbo.  34 
visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  two  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act, 
namely  : Messrs.  S.  Aston  & Sons,  Johnstown,  and  Remploy, 
Trading  Estate,  Marchwiel. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  collection  of  refuse  has  presented  many  difficulties 
during  the  year,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  recruitment  of  suitable 
labour. 

As  previously  pointed  out  the  type  of  labour  available  today 
is  not  suitable  for  the  work  and  this  is  undoubtedly  responsible 
for  the  large  number  of  working  days  lost  by  the  men,  which 
makes  it  impossible  to  maintain  a weekly  collection,  which  has 
always  been  the  aim. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  days  lost  shows  an  increase 
on  previous  years,  being  1,212  days  (lost  through  sickness  1,002 
days,  and  as  a result  of  injuries  210  days).  This  loss  of  time 
generally  coincides  with  the  unfavourable  weather  conditions 
and  at  the  time  when  the  volume  of  refuse  produced  is  greatest. 
This  causes  dis-satisfaction  amongst  the  regular  workers,  upon 
whom  extra  burdens  are  imposed. 
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The  Council  has  at  all  times  endeavoured  to  improve  tl^ 
conditions  of  the  service  in  the  hope  that  suitable  labour  would 
be  attracted,  but  so  far  this  has  not  materialised.  It  would 
appear  that  some  further  incentive  must  be  offered  if  suitable 
labour  is  to  be  attracted  and  the  Council  might  consider  instituting 
some  form  of  “Bonus  Scheme”  in  the  hope  that  an  improved 
service  might  be  provided  without  adding  to  the  present  high 
cost  of  this  service. 

DISPOSAL. 

The  refuse  collected  in  the  area  has  been  disposed  of  by 
tipping  on  the  various  sites.  The  Council  purchased  a “calf- 
dozer”  which  has  been  operating  on  all  tips.  By  its  use  it  has 
been  possible  to  maintain  the  disposal  sites  in  a more  satisfactory 
condition  and  eventually  these  will  be  reclaimed  and  put  to  some 
useful  purpose.  Two  such  sites  have  already  been  completed — 
one  at  Cefn,  which  has  since  produced  a good  grain  crop  and  the 
other  at  Vroncysyllte  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  parish 
council,  which  can  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  inhabitants. 
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